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.4 lo..Frcdcricksburg furnishes
. fi. most excellent illustration of
the marvelous advance In education
¦which has tnken place in Virginia dur¬
ing the past six years. A half dozen
y<aara ago this town, so rich in his¬
toric association and so commandlngly
plUKited at the head of navigation on
the beautiful Rappahannock an.I the
mlirway station between the capital of
Virginia and of the nation, was of no
«rpecial repute In educational matters.
Hut alrios: In r. moment she awakened
tnia her lethargy, was caught lit the
cdubtuiohal renatssan< e which has ot
lE.ti> beea sweeping over the State, un¬
til now she occupies n mos-- enviable
ur.Z commanding position In the edu¬
cational facilities She otfers. No city
of its size In the State. perTTctpe, can
maiie. an educational exhibit compar-

Tfce mote conservative people und
many of the progressives would not
patronize the public school and hud
no interest in matters of public edu¬
cation. This is not strange, but on
the contrary quite natural, when it is
recnlKrt that the publi; school work
was done in ah old. antiquated build¬
ing With no modem equipment and
with teachers selected .\lmost cn-
eluslvely from local applicants at star¬
vation salaries. But a marvellous
change has taken place. Three years
ego a handsome public school .build¬
ing, costing $40,000, was erected, ample
equipment procured, and a systematic
plan made to increase salaries and se-
ur. professionally trained teachers.

The r« suit is that this building Immense
ihough It is, Is crowded to its doors,
tho public school Is a source of pride
to- every patriotic resident of the city,
and the people have had a convincing
object lecsbn In the superiority of a
real education under proper conditions
over a protended education under im¬
proper rnndltljmsi.*.Two years, /igjt Oie*fl.cglsltitUro made
an. appropriation for establishing n now
State normal sol.1 at I'Vednricksburg,
TiiLs school opened its doors September
26 last, and without personal solicita¬
tion of students the school wa« tilled to
Its rapacity and a number of stt-
dents had to be turned away for lack
of accommodations.
The school has received 1.12 students.

Every r<.i in the dormitory is oc¬
cupied, and a luge number of stu¬
dents had to bo declined admission on
account of 1:.. k ,,f dormitory accom¬
modations.
This school is Elttiated on Maryo's

liiüo

Heights, overlooking tho city, and OC-!
cupics sixty acres of ground with a
beautiful grove. The school Is being
developed for the teaching of nil practi¬
cal work for home life in the country,
such as poultry ralsThg. dairying, bee-
culture, school gardening, household
economy.
From the standpoint of health. Its

location Is Ideal. There ha-s never dur¬
ing thu session been tho slightest Ill¬
ness for which the school In any way
was responsible. A regularly licensed
woman physician Is a member of tho
faculty anil serves as resident phy¬
sician to the school.
The public scnool is closely ro-ordl-

nated with the normal and serves as
the practice school for this institution.
In fact, the superintendent ot sciioola
of tht city Is tho head ot the de¬
partment of education In the normal,
and tho supervisor of primary work
Is tho instructor in primary methods
at the normal. This proves an im¬
mense advantage to the public school,
and at the same time affords the normal
ample practice school facilities.
The normal school board has ex¬

perienced many difficulties find over¬
come many perplexing problems In
providing the grounds and buildings
for this institution. It is evident to
any one visiting the site, however, that
no mistake was made In the spot
chosen, The grounds are only one-half
mile from the principal residential
street of the city, are well drained, and
give a commanding view of the city
and of tho river valley for several
miles In either direction. The build¬
ings, both the dormitory and the ad¬
ministration building, are magnificent
and modern in all their appointments.
A new street has been opened, connect¬ing the city with the school property.
a landscape architect has already view¬
ed the grounds with reference to plan-
nlng for their beautlflcatlon, though no
actual work In this direction has as
yet been done. The cornerstone of the
administration building was laid July
¦I, before a magnlflclcnt assemblage.
a great public day will goon be ap-

polnted ..n which tho buildings will be
formally, dedicated. Tin public will bei
invited to these ceremonies, und the'
people of the Slate will have Hti op-pbrtunlty to soo for themselves Ibis
splendid new State institution. Despitetho handicap of haying the use of
only a part of the administration'I
building, the school opened its first
session on time, and the work has been
progressing steadily since. The mem¬
bers of the faculty were chosen for
their experience in and special fitness
for t*ho work assigned them. The
names of enrh member of the faculty,
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together with n. Prlcf educational bio¬
graphy, aro us follows:

E. H. .Russell, president, educated
in Honrlco publlo schools, Richmond
City High School, Richmond College
and V. M. 1.; for two yeavs principal
of schools? nt Pulaski City; for two
years commandant at Flshburne Mili¬
tary Academy; for right years super¬
intendent of schools. Bristol, Va..; in
1B05 was elected State school ex¬
aminer, which position he tilled with
great credit till tdected president of
tho Stute Normal at Fredericksburg.
While stipcrlntenrtant of schools at
Bristol he found and conducted most
successfully n summer school for
teachers at Kmory and Henry College.
While examiner he performed a |lko
service for the teachers of tho State
through the summer school at Fred-
orloksburg, which lie founded and con¬
ducted for several years. He hns been
intimately acquainted- with educational
conditions and closely Identified with
the public school work of the State ail
his life
W. N. Hamlet, mathematics and

science, educated In public schools of
Byiichbttrg; C. B. of V. M. I., special
courses In science and mathematics at
University of Virginia and Cornell;
principal of public high schools at
Ashland. Va., and Bonoke. Ark.;
several years instructor In science In
Slat? summer school si ten years as¬
sistant, principal John Marshall High
School. Richmond, and head of science
depart men I in same; eight years pro¬
fessor of analytical chemistry in the
department of pharmacy, Medical Col-
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logo, Richmond; three yeurs director
{analytical chemistry In tho medical de-
partmont Of the Medical College, Blch-
mond.

A. B. Chandler, Jr., Latin, prepara-
tory education In Virginia Midland and
Rowling (Irren Academies; B. A. and
M. A. University of Virginia: orator-
medalist, Washington Literary Kode-I
ty. Bnlverally of Virginia; assistant
successively in following schools: Bo-
cost lialo Academy, Nolloy's School fori
Boys. Miss F.llclt's .School for Girls,'
special student in law, Washington and
Bee University; principal Clifton Forge[Graded and High School; principal for
six years in Richmond public schools;
professor of English in Virginia Me-1
chanics' Institute; conductor for two
years of State Summer School nt Fred-
erlcksburg; for past year State school
examiner for first circuit and secretary
of the hoard; author of Virginia Sup¬
plement to Frye'a Grammar School
Geography, of various pedagogical ar¬
ticles In State. Journal of Education,
rand of popular lectures: editor for
three years of school page of News
Leader.
Hugh P. Bird, education, cdticatcd in

public schools of Petersburg, Va., and
Pcabody Normal College; professor of'
pedagogy tu College of William and
Mary und director of tho Model and
Practice School from 1SKS to 1901;
superintendent of schools of James City
county and Wllliamsbu'rg; superinten-1dent of schools of Frcderlcksburg; In¬
structor in various summer schools, In¬
cluding the University of Virginia;
member of the board of trustees of the
George Pcabody College.

Virginia B. Stone, primary methods,
graduate FarmvHle State Normal;
twelvo years' experience in public'
school work; Instructor In primary
work and reading in several summer]schools In Virginia; special work ati
Teachers' College, Columbia University;
primary supervisor Statjo Normal
School, FarmvHle, Va.

Francis I* Withers, household arts,
educated at Chester (S. C) High School,
Clifton (S. C.) Seminary, Martha Wash¬
ington College. Teachers' College, Co¬
lumbia University; summer courses at
Winthrop and University of Virginia;
several years teacher in primary and
grammar grades In South Carolina;
household arts department in Newman
Manual Training School, New Orleans,
one of tho few model schools of this
character in the South.
M. Catherine Straith, rural arts, edu¬

cated in schools of Ontario, Canada,
the Owen Sound Collegiate Institut?,
the Chatham Collegiate Institute,
graduate of Toronto Normal School;
special eourses at McDonald Institute,
Guelph, Canada, and College of Agri¬
culture, Cornell; taught ten <yoars >n
graded and training schools of Ontario;
one year assistant in nature study de¬
partment at Cornell; director of school
gardens in New York. New Jersey and
Pennsylvania; magazine contributor;
colloborator In "School Gardens for
City Schools"; member of N. B. A.'s
national committee, on school gardens.

Olive M, Hlnman. manunl training
and drawing, educated under private
tutor.- in Norfolk and Atlanta; full
graduate Farmville State- Normal: spo-.
cial student |n Chicago and Now York;]
special drawing demonstrator for Prong
Company, in several States; supervisor]of drawing, Columbia, Pa.: teacher of!
drawing in several Virginia numraof
schools; stud.ent of flno arts at Colum¬
bia; fine arts diploma from Teacher's'
College; always much interested in di¬
recting student activities, teacher in
summer school of University of Ver¬
mont. '..-..''

Virginia M. Goolrlck, .history, edu¬
cated In private and public schools and
the 'High School of Frodorlcksburg;
summer courses at University of Vir-

glnla and Columbia University; two
years' course at Teachers' College;
instructor In Virginia summer schools;
teacher in public schools of Fredericks-
burg; scholarship In History ul
Teachers' CoIIcko 1310-1311.
Dora J. Dadmun, English, educated

in High School. Wntertown. Mass.: A.
B. in liberal arts, Boston University;
summer .work at Harvard and Chati-
tauqua; experience as teacher in Mc-
Collom Institute New Hampshire; West
Virginia Conference Seminary; princi¬
pal and Superintendent schools, Wil-
mlnglon, Mass.; principal Hopkins
Academy, Ilndley, -Mass.
Annie I. Anthony, modern languages;

private tutors and public schools of
Amtierst county; Danville College for
Young Ladies; A. B and A. M. gradu¬
ate Randolph Macoh Woman's college;
taught In Valley Female College, win-
cheater; Clint wood Normal College; the
public schools of Virginia; Hardln Col¬
lege, Mexico, Mo.: has taken special
summer work at University of Vlrg'nla
and Johns Hopkins.
Bernice M. White, director of music;

graduate Auburn High School, New
York; graduate New York Normal
School, Cortland, N. Y.; summer work
nt New York University and Cornell
University; member vesper choir and
festival chorus, Ithaca. N. Y.; direc¬
tor of chorus choir, State Street M. 13.
Church, Ithaca, N. V.; grade teacher
In public schools, Ithaca. N. Y.; teacher
of music In public schools, Ithaca, N.

Cary Oraves, director physical educa¬
tion, educated at Bedford City High
School; A. B. Presbyterian College for
Women. Charlotte, N. C; two summer's
work at University of Virginia; one
summer at Chauiaun.ua School of Phy¬
sical Education, also private instruc¬
tor in physical education; principal
public, schools in Wise county: direc¬
tor girl's gymnastics at Fredericks^
burg College,
Dr. Anne Humphreys, resident phy¬

sician and instructor in biology, edu¬
cated privately by her father. Profes¬
sor M. W. Humphreys, of University of
Virginia; attended Piedmont IScma/b
Institute, Chariot lesvllle; student for
three years at Randolph -Macon Wo¬
man's College, completing all the work
offered in natural science; prominent
there in athletics: four years in Uni¬
versity of Michigan as student in medi¬
cine and surgery, graduating cum
honore in 1907; extra clinical work In
Chicago; interne for one year In Min¬
neapolis; practitioner of modielno in
Norfolk from 1309 to 1911; member
Norfolk county Merliral Society,' Medi¬
cal Society of Virginia, American Medi¬
cal Association. Seaboard Medical So¬
ciety, Public Health Education Com¬
mittee. Dr. Humphreys was as a med¬
ical student one of eight In her class
who passed without condition.
Nora C. Willis, instructor in instru¬

mental music, educated in public
schools of Frederlckshurg and at. Fred-
erlcksbttrg College; graduate In piano,
harmony and theory of music, Fred-
erlclc.sb-.ir'g College: pupil of "LeRoy
Barte Campholl, Berlin; pupil of Jacob
Reinhardt, Richmond; piano teacher In
Williamson Presbytorlnn Academy;
piano teacher In Woman's College,
Richmond.
Marion C. Forbos, head of the Rome,

graduate of State Female Normal
School, Farmvillo; taught for several
torma In publio schools of Houston and
Radford, Va.; for past ten years head
of the home at Woman's College, Rich¬
mond
Uunyon M. Harrison, superintendent

electrical department and assistant In'
mathematics; full graduate of V. M: I.
In electrical engineering; prlncipaj
White Stone High School; served for
several years in electrical department
of Union Pacltlc'Railroad; engaged in

Y.
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electrical engineering. contractlhsGwork in Kroderlcksburg.
C. Mason Smith, M. p.. consultingphysician; A. H. Uredcrlcksburg Col¬

lege; M. 7>. 'University of Virginia;served as Interne in Norfolk Protes¬tant Hospital: took post-graduate workin Philadelphia and special Slimmer
course at Harvard Medical School:
member Rnppahannnck Valley Medical ISociety, Medical Society uf Virginiaand American Medical Association;
member of Board of Health of Krcd-
erlckshurg.
In addition to these public Institu¬

tions, the Fredcrleksbu rg College, a
private Institution established here
some years ago, recently has been re¬habilitated and has wide acceptance Inthis part of the Slate.
There are also other excellent pri¬vate schoois.
TIiuh it may he seen from this out-lino of Prederlcksburg's recent educa-tion.il growth that this city is aliveand olCrt; and Instead of living 0:1

past rncmorlcH anil the exploits of nn-
cestrnl heroes. Is In very tiuth in the'
forefront of progress and Is deter¬mined, above everything else, to giveto the present generation, through the
education of Its youth, an appor-tunity for service, success ar.'i happl-
ncss, which will Inevitably IncreaseIts prestige and power and add linn-
dreds of self-reliant and happy citl-
zens to the body politic of the old
Commonwealth.

WARRENTON
(Sperial to the Times-Dispatch.]Warrenton, Va., January 13.. MrsWilliam V Wilbur as whostess to theReading Club on Wednesday of this

week.
Mr:!. S. B. Woodfin of Richmond, ar¬

rived in Warrenton this week to hethe guest of her daughter, Mrs. Jair.esWaiden Jeffries.
Miss Annie llllleary, formerly ofStstinton, but now of Washington, is

the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Richardllllleary.
Conway Brawner. of Alexandria.

Hpeni several days In Warrenton this
week.
Miss Myra Ranlett. r.f New Vork. Isthe guest of the Misses Stone.
Mrs. William C. Hayes. Masters

Juck .1 iiU William. Jr., ami Ulis* Ulli;Colvih have returned from Phllnd< :-
phln, whcre they visited Mr, and Mrs!Vi 1. Maule tor a Week,Mian May Pair left Warreritoti llilsweek In- Canada, v her.- she Will ...>
the guest of Mrs. i"re,| TdW.ficld, 111Montreal, for worn,, time.
John PembcrtoJi, Jr., of New Yorkcity, and the Episcopal lllnch School,spent the wok-end in Warrcnton with

i rlenda.
Mrs. Maurice C. Pilsen and Mis... Pli-

aen, of Washington, visited In Warrcn¬
ton tili:* week.
Mr and Mrs. Julian ''. Keith', of

"IJunnatolr." near Warrcnton, hav>>
had as their guests recently, J. Van
Huron Mitchell and W. M. -Ithhof. of
New York; Major BroWstpr, Major Wil¬
liam l^asstter and Major uofdoh..Unitedstates Army, Washington;. CaptainWians. of Philadelphia. and Mrs.
Walker, of Walkcrsiille, Canada,Julian Keith is spending several daysin New York
W. ]'. Allen, of .Seaford. Del., was lit

town this we< k.
Rev. K, S. Itlnks, rector of .St. JainOH

Episcopal church, gave a tulk at theWarrcnton Library on Wednesday af¬
ternoon, the subject of which v
..Western Experiences "

Mrs. 11, O. Hennef and John UpriherarP at homo after a visit of «6hi*lime in Philadelphia.
Mr and Mr:. W II. Dlltingham -no

Visiting Hi the North Migfi Ucssl.O i.:i;lMaster Conway DllUngham a
guests during their absence of MrrJ
i IsSklns.

Mrs. I.omox Oreen. who has heen
spending some lime la Warienton wifh
her sisters, left the past week for
Washington, where she win bo the
guest of her brother. General U -

l.oinu \.
Captain John P.. P.ese spent tho

week-end In Warrcnton with Mr. ami
Mrs. A. I*. P.okp.

Albert Thomas, who hns been in
Washington for some time. Is In War¬
rcnton for several weeks.
Major 1!. P. Parry Is spending tho

w'nter in New York.
Major II A. Mcliityre is nt home

after a visit to bis old he/me in South
Ca rollnn.

Mrs. Howard Mi I Toco, president of
the Woman's Christian Tcmperi'nco
Union of Virginia, made nn address
to the women of Wnrronlon and v|eln>
Hy on Monday at the Presbyterian
Church.

Im Mellow Middle Age
BY ADA PATTERSON

The Duchess of Sutherland has giv¬
en up writing. This, in itself, is not a

startling statement, for only a com¬
paratively few knew that site wrote
anything but Invitations, acceptances
and regiwts, for the endless chain of
"functions" that are society's exercise.
Many were content not to know mat
she now and then wrote a poem or
SSSay, and that she once committed a
blank verse drama, which dlitd of
anemia after a few nights In London.
Whether the English duchess writes or
doesn't write Is of no great conse¬
quence to a whirling, practical world.
For she lias done what is of far

moivi vital import to the world than
to write. She has lived. She has been
a wife, mother, friend, philanthropist.
She had no need to write, for by living
well she has "lot. her light so shine.
She has had no need of fountain pen
or typewriter to give her message of
'now to live to the world. She herself
has been an object lesson of It.
What is of genuine concern In the

matter Is not whether or not the
duchess will go on writing, but the
reason she gives her publisher for
ceasing her literary endeavors. "I
hayp given up writing," she is quoted
as saying, "because I have become mid¬
dle-aged and mellow."
Thus she gave no reason but rather

that filmy prop in any .structure, an
excuse. For little worth reading has
hoen wrltti?n before its author ijj "mid¬
dle-aged and mellow." Not until the
lato summer or early autumn of life
has a man or woman learned enough
of life to give any light upon It's dark
places, and that is what worthy writ¬
ing does.
Singing teaxhers say that no voic.j

is full grown until its owner Is forty.Meta.physlcians say the mind is at its
best at forty and after for an Indefi¬
nitely long time, according to whether
Iis possessor lives in a simple, normal
way. eliminating tho poison of worryand the poison of undue hurry. One of
tho anomalies of the stage Is that no
woman can satisfactorily play Juliet
until sbo Is forty, when she Is too old
lo look the part.
Tho girl or boy valedictorian of his

blaas reads a commencement day es¬
say, crammed with advice about the.
conduct of life. Tt comes from a die-
tlonary of quotations or Is a phono¬
graph rendering of class lectures.
Same of these bright young folk hurl
from tho college platform wisdom
about tho Ideal life at grizzled heads
and seamed faces. Laughter issues
from the grizzled heads and seamed
faces, and the valedictorians are In-:
dlgnant for a time. A few months or
years afterward they begin faintly to
understand (bat laughter. They begin
to know that It lun't unkind laughter,
Hint II is only experience attempting
to square with former ideals. They of
the grizzled heads know that what
thtass youngsters a'fty Isn't of tho

slightest consequence except to them¬
selves.
Ä young man but Just released from

college went to the head Of a law
lirm in New York and a.'ked for work.
"Will you accept seventy. live dollars

a month?" Inquired the head of the,
llrm.

"Yes," returned the collegian.
"'Take off your coat then, but per-

hans I'd better tell you, that you willonly In- worth live dollars a month to
the lirm. We will pay ydul that In
cash. The rest will be paid In experi¬
ence."
"But 1 have some suggestions of

value to tho firm about the manage-
men! of tine business." *

The head of the flrm looked at him*
and the corners of his lips twitched.

"Call in twenty years." ho said.
"Bring those suggestions, or some oth¬
ers. Probably they'll bo others."

Th,ere Is complaint that there is no
place for the old man and woman in
the business or professional worlds.
That Is not wholly tine. There is al¬
ways room for the person who has
kopt young In spirit and in outlook,
who has kepi the body strong and the
mind clear. There is more demand for
such a person than for the collcgO
youth with his Immature Ideas and ilia
Inevitable mistakes.
What the world seek:; In author¬

ship, In the practice of the law or nuJtf-
icine, in tho business organization, la
tho physical strength of the young
man or woman, anil the experience and
sound judgment und temperate meth¬
ods of maturity. >

No. Your Gracb need not abandon
writing for the sole reason- that you
arc "middle-aged and mellow." Thu
w-orld wants middle-aired and mellow-
nes-s. especially in writers. ÖO to any
assemblage of notable writers in New
York and elswhere, and your roman¬
tic Illusions about their personality go
out the door by which you etiler. You
had hoped this man wero as tall and
strong and handsome as the' heroes of
his novels. He Is undersized and his
hair is thin and silver colored^ His
walk lacks vigor. The. man yonder
who writes exquisite love poems at
which you have thrilled, is bald and
fifty. And tho figure of that rare' wo¬
man who has made you laaigh bends
at the shoulders. The events ,hf' her
life have cut ihiMr marks deep into her
face. Her hair is at the most, unbe¬
comingly "mixed" stage of "turning."
But they have lived and distilled from
their lives tho essence, of experience.
What thoy hnve deduced from life
they tell us In novel or poem or hum¬
orous paragraph. They have beV-n Irv¬
ing to write all their lives, but only
the last few years have they actuallywritten. Their art. like all art. Is the
expression of understanding. Success
with the pen has cnnio to them for the
same reason tho" duchess alleges for
dropping It. They are "middle-agedand mallow."


